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Directions: Read the article and answer the following questions with complete thoughts and sentences. 
Pages 17-23
1. Explain why the earliest civilizations would have been situated near rivers. 
2. What is the definition of a civilization?
3. Where were the earliest River Valley Civilizations established?
4. What is a nomad, why would they need to move around?
5. Summarize each of the basic features of a civilization
· Organized Governments:
· Complex Religions:
· Job Specialization:
· Social Classes:
· Arts & Architecture:
· Public Works:
· Writing:
6. What impact did the environment have on ancient civilizations?
7. What is cultural diffusion, how did it affect civilizations?
8. What is a city-state, is it the same as feudalism?
9. What is an empire?
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temples, where pricsts needed to record amounts of grain collected, accu-
rate information about the seasons, and precise rituals and prayers.
Other writing systems were first used on public monuments, where rul-
ers spelled out their greatest achievements as a means of advertising
their power to the people. Archacologists have found masses of ancient
writings, some on clay tablets or vases, athers on stone statues, and yet
others an the walls of buildings.

The first step people made toward developing writing was to use
pictographs (also called pictograms), or simple drawings that look like
the objects they represent, Later, they developed complex writing sys-
tems including symbols that represont words, syllables, or letters. As
writing grew more complex, only specially trained people called scrihcs
could read and write. Seribes kept. records for priests, rulers, and mer.
chants, Only a few societies permitted women to become seribes, an occu-

. pation that could lead to political power:

y Comparing Nomadic Life and Civilizations Nomadic cul-
Cause and Effect tures differcd from civilizations in their social organization—
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« People nvent wriing

« Archacologists continue 10 discoverrichstoe
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Analyze Cause and Effect A series of different
factors caused the ise of River Valley Civilzatons.

« Early civizations conguer neighboing lands.

that s, they did not cxhibit, many of the characteristics of
« . civilization. The people did not, build citics, and their govern-

Nealihic people earm tfarm — Hunters ments webe simpler than thoso of civilizations, However,

‘nomadic peoples often exclled in arts and sciences. For example,

river ‘many s developed sophisticated traditions in oral.
valleys, where the soll is very fertile.—» New b = Ty

‘music, weaving, jevelry making, and animal raising.

surpluses support growing populations.— The (& Checkpoint What roles did governments play in

early civilizations?

Civilizations Change Over Time

Ancient civilzations changed in many ways over the con-
turies. Amon the chief causes of change were shifts in the
physical environment and interactions among people. Among
ihe major results wos the expansion of cities into larger polit-

= Job specialzation lead 10 social ciasses. eal entities.

Environment Affects People’s Lives Like their Stone
Age ancestors, people living in early civilizations depended
‘heavily on the physical environment. They needed ample rain
and fertile soil to be able to produce crops. Resources such as
stone, timber, or metals were also essential. Significant
s of changes in the environment. could have an immediate impact
an people’s lives.

At times, a sudden, drastic event would devastate a com-
munity. An earthquake or the eruption of a volcano could wipe
out an entire civilization. Farming the same land too much
could destroy soil ferility, and rivers could become too salty.
Cities would then suffer famine, and survivors would be

Which cause doyou think led mostdirecty tojob  forced to move away.

speciallzation? Why?.
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If people used up nearby timber or ran out of other building
resources, they would have to find ways to adapt to this sear-
city. They might, for example, trade with people in areas

\where such resources were readily available. Or they might use alternate
building materials such as reeds.
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Culture Changes Hands and Changes Shape Another
‘major source of change for people living in ancient times was
cultural diffusion, the spread of ideas, customs, and technol-
ogies from one people to another. Cultural diffusion occurred
through migration, trade, and waxfare.
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Cities Grow Into City-Statés As ancient rulers guined moro power,  Aloanter A

they conquered territaries heyond the boundaries of their cities. This
expansion e to therieeofthe city-stae,  political unit that ncluded o

ity and its surrounding lands and villages:Ralers, noblos, and priests

often conrolled the land obtside the city and forced peasants to give  Vocabulary Builder

them some of the crops they grew on . In some places,  significant por- sinifoant(ig N ub ki) i
tion of each harvest went to support the government and temples. Flatvly large i amount

First Empires Are Established Rival leaders often battled for power.
Sometimes, ambitious rulers conquered many citios and villages, creat-
ing the first empires. An empire is a group of states or territories con-
trolled by one raler. For the conguered people, defeat was painful and
often cruel. At the same time, empire building also brought benefits. It
helped end war betwween neighboring communities and created common
bonds among people. As you will soon read, many impressive civiliza-
tions and powerful empires developed all over the world and left a last-
ing legacy behind them.

¥ Checkpoint How have different types o challenges encouraged
peoples and civilizations to change over time?
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Focus Question How did the word' frst
cvilzations arise and develop?

The establishment of villages such as Gatalhtytik and Jericho sym-
bolized & huge step in human development. Societies were becoming
‘more organized, and people’s technological innovations were becom.
ingincreasingly complex. Soon would follow a momentous change in
izations

First Cities and Civilizations Arise
The earliest civilizations to develop waro all situated near major
rivers These rivers provided a regular water supply and a means
of transportation. The animals that flocked to the rivers to drink
were & source of food. Perhaps most important, conditions in the
river valleys favored farming. Floodwaters spread silt—tiny bits of
sock and dirt from the river bottom—across the valleys, enewing
the soil and keeping it fertile
In such rich conditions, farmers were able to produce

of food, or more than was necessary. These surpluses allowed them
to feed growing populations and to store food for the future, Thus
they were able to prodsice enough food to support increasingly large
‘populations. As populations expanded, some vilages swelled into
the worlds first cities. In these cities, som of the poople were abla
to work at jobs othor than farming. This was a radical departure
from the traditional economies of the Sione Age. A

reies on habit, custam, or itual and tends not t change
over time. As you will read, in cities, many aspects o lifo were dra-
matically diffrent than they had been before.
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Map Skills The word' earest iviiza

tions arose in fetle iver valleys in

Africa an sia.

1. Locate (a) Sumer (5) Mohenjo-Daro
) Chang Rver (d) Giza

2. Region Locate the Incs vilzaton.
What types ofnatural features su-
round the region? Name one feature
of each ype.

3. Make Comparisons How dd the
four Rivr Vally Civiizaions com-
pare 10 one anather in ize? n time
ame? How might you explain
Sumer's smal size based on the.
comparison oftime frames?

18 Foundations of Civilization
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River Valley Civilizations The riso of cities was the main feature of
civilization. A civlization is a comples, highly arganized social rder
The world's first civilizations arose independently in a number of river
valleys. These River Valley Civiizations include Sumer, between the
Tigris and Buphrates rivers in the Middle East; Egypt, along the Nile
River; the Indus civilization, along the Indus River in Tndia; and the
Shang civilzation, along the Huang (hwaking) River, or Yelow River,in
China. You il read in depth about cach of these River Valley Ciiliza-
tions i later chapters.

First Civilizations in the Americas Unlike the first civilizations in
Asia and Africa, the first civilizations in the Americas arase away from
river valleys. Major civilizations emerged in the highlands of Peru,
Mexico, and Central America, where people learned to farm on the sides
of mountains or to fill in swamps with land for farming. You will read
about the achievements of civilizations such as the Inca, the Olmec, and.
the Maya in a later chapter. -

Life Away From Cities Away from the fist cities, many people contin-
ed to hunt, gather food, or live in farming villages. On some less fertile
lands or on sparse, dry grasslands called steppes, nomadio herders
tended catle, sheep, goats, or other animals. Because the lands did not
have abundant water or grass, these nomads had to keep moving to find
new pasture.

@& Checkpoint In what ways were river vlleysideallocations for
civilizations to develop?

Basic Features That Define Civilization

What did the early civiizations that arose in different parts of the world
have in common? Whilecites are the main feature of civilzation, histori-
ans distinguish several ofhor basic featuros of most early civilizations.
Seven of the major features are (1) organized governments, (2) complex
relgions, (3)job specialization, (4) social classes, (5) arts and architec-
ture, (6) public works, and (7) writing.

Organized Governments Cotnils of elders or chiefs ruled many of
the world' farming villages. However, i cites, more powesful organized
governments arose to oversee large-seale efforts that benefted the peo-
pl. For example, a cities grew, their residents required a steady supply
of food. A central government eould coordinate the production of large
amounts offood. In addition, farmers near rivers neeed to control food-
ing and channel waters to the fields. A well-organized government could
‘bring people together for projects such as building dikes, digging canals,
and carving out irigation ditches.

Many rulers also rlied on royal offcials to hlp them gover by issu-
ing lauws, collcting taxes, and organizing systems of defense. Over time,
Sovernments became more complex, and separate departments often
evolved to oversee different functions of government. In many early
cases, priests probably had the greatest power in government. In others,
warrior kings emerged s the main politcal leaders, Often, they claimed
that their right to rule came from the gods, and they passed their povier
on from father to son. Thus, many political rulers gained religious power
as well.

Vocabulary Builder
complox—(kahm PLEKS)adj. made up of
many interrelated parts

Chapter 1 Section3 19




image4.png
Complex Religions Most ancient people were polytheistic, which
means they believed in many gods. People appealed to sun gods, river
goddesses, and other gods that they bolieved controlled natural forces or
human activities such as birth or war.

In early religions, priests and worshipers sought to gain the favor of
the gods through complex rituals such as ceremonies, dances, prayers,
and hymns. To ensure divine help, people buil temples and sacrificed
animals, crops, or sometimes other humans to the gods. Sacrifices and
other ceremonies required the full-time attention of priests, who had spe-
cial training and knowledge.

Job Specialization The lives of city dwellers differed from those of
nomads. Urban peaple developed so many new crafts that a single indi-
vidual could ot master all the skills needed to make tools, weapons, or
other goods. For the first time, individuals began to specialize in certain
.~ jobs. Some became artisans; o skilled eraftspeople, and made pottery or
~ finely carved or woven goods. Among; tho crafts developed in cities, metal-
working was particularly important. People learned to make tools and
weapons, first out of copper and later out of bronze, a more durable mix-

St of copper and tin.

Cities had other spocialists, too. Bricklayers built city wlls. Soldiers
defended these walls. Merchants sold goods in the marketplace. Singers,
dancers, and storytellers entertained on public occasions. Such special-
ization made peaple dependent on others for their various needs.

Social Classes In cities, social organization became more complex. Peo-
‘ple were ranked according to their jobs. Such ranking led to the growth of
social classes. Priests and nobles usually occupied the top level of an
ancient. society. Next came a small class of
wealthy merchants, followed by artisans. Below

Feature

| Descrption

them came the vast majority of people—peas-
ant farmers who lived in the surrounding vil-

Cites Population centerstha are notablylarger and more: lages and produced food for the city
| organized than towns o vilages and that support In many civilizations, slaves occupied the
| the other features of civilzations lowest social level. Slaves sometimes came from
Organized | Structured governments that coordinate largescale poor familics who sold family members into sla-
‘Goverments | projects such as food roduction o constructon, very to pay their debts. Others became slaves as

Complex
Religions

Iob
specilization

Social Classes

establish laws, and organize defense systems
Systems of efiglous belefsthat usually incude iuals
‘and worship of ne or mare gods andior goddesses
System in which there are iferent types ofjobs and
each worker focuses on one particular type

Ranked groups within socely that are determined

by job o economic standing

‘punishment, for erimes or were prisoners cap-
tured in war, Because male captives were often
killed, women and childzen made up the largest
‘umber of slaves in some societies.

Arts and Architecture The arts and archi-
tecture of ancient civilizations expressed the

s and | Varous ypes ofarwork and buldins it express talents, beiafs, and values of the people who
chtecure | the lnt beis,and vlesof pople i a sciey erate them. Temples and palaces often domi-
Public Works | Large-scale and often costy pojects that benefit nated the city landscape. Many rulers may

Wring

the ity and s people

| Structured wriing systems used initiall by governments

" orrligious leaders torecord important information
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have ardered such buildings to be constructed
in order to remind peaple of the strength and
power of their government and religion. The
skilled workers who bult these massive build-
ings decorated them with wall paintings, stat-
ues of gods, goddesses, or rulers, and other
stunning pioces of design work.




image5.png
@ INFOGRAPHIC

Bridges:
Then and Now

4 600 n.c.The oldest stone bridge st

standing today ws constructed under
the e of Assyrian King Sennacheri
Hspans asmalrivr in ervar

Today,bidges span countlss waterviays,
avines,highways, and other areas around the
worl hat people et o pass over Their construction
reqites solid leadership, thorough planving, and often
mmense resources. n ancient times, such public works prcects
couldonly be undertaken once civizatons had etablished
organized governments and developed the mathematical and
engineering knowledge needed o constrct bridges that would

s R T
Seville, Spain, many modern-day bridges the fist of ts kind, called an open-spandrel
are suspension bridges supported arched bridge.

ystrong abes

Thinking Critically

1. Draw Conclusions Why would ancient
socetes have valued bridges?

2. Recognize Sufficient Evidence What
evidece would achacologistsneed to
Tear how andent bidges wre buit2

Public Works Strong rulers also ordered vast public works to be bult.
Such projects included irrigation systems, roads, bridges, and defensive
‘walls. These public works prajects were meant to benefi the city by pro-
testing it from attack, ensuring its food supply; or enhancing the reputa-
tion of its ruler. The projects were often quito costly, requiring a. great
deal of human labor and sometimes resulting in the loss of lives during
construction.

Writing Of the earliest civilizations, some but not all developed a criti-
eal kill—writing. The first writing systems were cstablished in different
Places and at different times, in many casos with no contact among the
different groups who created them. Thus the earliost writing systems
varied in appearance, structure, and purpose. Some were first used in
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