Africa Social Studies Research Project Fall 2017

Santos/Doran – 9th Grade
You will write a thesis driven research paper.  A thesis-driven paper makes an arguable claim and defends it: offer a thesis about your topic and then present supportive evidence and thorough analysis.
This assignment deals with topics covered in both parts of the Humanities Block. The writing components and intellectual expectations are part of Language Arts and Social Studies; thus, the final product of this project will go in both gradebooks under the Writing Category.
Directions: 

1. Select one of the following prompts, and begin crafting a more specific research question. 
· Analyze the impact of European imperialism on one African civilization. 
· Analyze and argue the most significant reason one African nation was able to gain independence after 1945.
· Analyze the impact of European colonization on one African nation’s political OR cultural geography.
· Analyze and argue how one European nation was able to conquer one African civilization. 
· Analyze and argue the most significant impact of the camel on one ancient African civilization.
· Argue the most significant impact of one of the Abrahamic religions on an African civilization.
2. Research all pertinent information regarding your prompt. This research should answer the question you crafted. 

· Take advantage of class time to research and develop ideas.  Cite at least FOUR impressive, academic sources in your paper / have on your Works Cited. 
· These will be tracked using source/notecards of which you should have 4 source and 20 notecards. 
· Two of the sources need to be physical books you can hold in your hands.

· Two of the sources need to come from the SHS Databases on the Library website. (Note: no textbooks or general questionable websites – i.e. Wikipedia, wiki-anything, answers.com, history.com)

· All of the sources listed above must be used in your essay. 

3. Select a stance based on the prompt you have selected and write a thesis statement. 

4. Write an outline with a thesis, evidence, and analysis arguing your thesis. You must have a minimum of two body thesis statements (no more than three body thesis statements). 

5. Write a rough draft, to be peer edited in class (this means that you will need to print your rough draft the day it is due in class). 
· Must include all of the elements of the final draft and be a minimum of 600 words in order to receive credit for this portion of the assignment. 
6. Revise your rough draft into a final draft that ranges from 700-900 words, MLA formatted, and has a minimum of two body thesis statements. 

· When you turn your final draft in it should have the following items…

1. It should be MLA formatted – it should be double spaced, and have a proper MLA heading, and MLA header and page numbers.

2. It should include a title.

3. It should be no longer than 900 words.

4. It should include the works cited (this does not count against your word count).

5. It should include a thesis.

6. It should include two body thesis statements.

7. It should include evidence and analysis.

8. It should be in third person (it shouldn’t include words like you, I, your, me, my, we, etc…)

9. It should not have contractions. (Example: weren’t is not acceptable, were not is acceptable)

Important Dates:

11/27 – Essay assigned 

11/30 – Library research day, broad prompt selection due date

12/4 – Library research day
12/6 – Library research day

12/7 – All research due, final research question, & your first thesis due 

· bring all handwritten notecards to class

12/8 – Writing day in Lab 1304

12/11 – Outline, & your second thesis due

· (you should have a copy in class, and turn one in to turnitin.com by 10pm)

12/12 – Writing day in class or peer editing. It is recommended that you bring your own device if possible.
12/14 – Rough draft, final thesis, & works cited due

· (you should have a copy of your rough draft in class, and turn one in to turnitin.com by 10pm) 

12/19 – Final draft due online by 10:00pm

12/20 – Final draft hard copy due in class 

Important Note about Due Dates and Process Points– All process work is worth 10 points each on the stamp sheet. You will receive an additional 5 points for turning each process piece in on turnitin.com. In the event that you lose your stamp sheet you will not be given a new stamp, with one exception. The only way you will receive your stamps back if you lose your stamp sheet is if you can produce photo evidence (on your phone) that you received the stamps. Furthermore, if you do not turn the process piece in on time to turnitin.com you will receive 0 points, no exceptions. Remember it is your responsibility to maintain your stamp sheet, and turn your process pieces in on time.

Due Dates:
11/30 – Initial research question

12/7 – The following is due

· All research (4 source cards, & 20 notecards)

· Final research question

· First thesis (on thesis revision sheet)

12/11 – The following is due

· Outline (copy in class & to turnitin.com)

· Second thesis (on thesis revision sheet)

12/14 – The following is due

· Rough draft (copy in class and turnitin.com)

· Final thesis statement (on thesis revision sheet)

· Works cited (turnitin.com)

12/18-12/20 – Final draft submission window

· The 700-900 word final should include the following

· Header

· Heading

· Page numbers

· Intro

· Hook

· Context

· Thesis 

· Body paragraphs 

· Body thesis statements

· Evidence

· Paraphrasing

· Direct quotes

· Analysis

· Transitions

· Conclusion

· Recap of your essay

· Thesis restatement

· Works Cited

· On a page by itself

Total Points:

Process (Stamp Sheet) – 50 Points

Process (Online portions) – 15 Points

Final Essay – 100 Points
