



***Critically read (highlight and annotate) the following. Specifically pay attention to:

· How has the rhetoric of the Ku Klux Klan changed from its origins? 

· How is the rhetoric the same?

· Does this fit on the modernity or tradition side of our discussion? In what way?

“America Belongs to Americans”                                                          

 The Resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan

By Hiram Evans

Published in Ordinary Americans:  U. S. History through the Eyes of Everyday People
Edited by Linda R. Monk, Close Up Publishing, Alexandria, VA 1994.

 

Immigration to the United States rose after World War I, and so did nativism.  During the 1920s, the Ku Klux Klan revived itself by promoting “100 percent Americanism,” gaining more than 4 million members and significant political influence in many states.  Imperial Wizard Hiram Evans, a dentist from Dallas, describes the mission of the Klan in the 1920s.
 
            The Klan can be evaluated only by starting from the point of view of what it means to be average Klansman.  The real value of the Klan, or the real evil, is to be found in the needs, the purposes, and the convictions of the great mass of Americans of the old stock.  It is only because the Klan has met these needs and voiced these convictions that it has won strength.

            There is no possibility of trying to prove the soundness of the Klan position, or of the controlling instincts and beliefs of the common people of American descent, to any of those who insist on measuring either by the purely theoretic philosophy of cosmopolitanism:  of universal equality in character, social value, and current rights.  I will not attempt to argue about that doctrine.  Science does not support it, and certainly the average American does not believe it.  Our attitude toward the Orientals proves this, no matter what our oral professions may be, as well as does our treatment of the Negro. . . .           Neither will we argue at all about the questions of white supremacy.  We may be intolerant in this, but we will not delude other races into looking forward to privileges that will, in truth, be forever denied . . . .

            We believe that the pioneers who built America bequeathed to their own children a priority right to it, the control of it and of its future, and that no one on earth can claim any part of this inheritance except through our generosity.  We believe, too, that the mission of America under Almighty God is to perpetuate and develop just the kind of nation and just the kind of civilization which our forefathers created.

            Also, we believe that races of men are as distinct as breeds of animals; that any mixture between races of any great divergence is evil; that the American stock, which was bred under highly selective surroundings, has proved its value and should not be mongrelized; that it has automatically and instinctively developed the kind of civilization which is best suited to its own healthy life and growth; and that this cannot safely be changed except by ourselves and along the lines of our own character.

            Finally, we believe that all foreigners were admitted with the idea, and on the basis of at least an implied understanding, that they would become a part of us, adopt our ideas and ideals, and help in fulfilling our destiny along those lines, but never that they should be permitted to force us to change into anything else.  That is the basic idea of the Klan.  We hold firmly that America belongs to Americans and should be kept American.

            Plain recognition of facts supports our opposition to the Roman Catholic Church.  I have watched with interest the discussion whether the Roman Church is fighting Americanism, but this is another case where facts are more eloquent than any argument.  The facts are that the Roman Church has always opposed the fundamental principle of liberty for which America stands.  It has made certain compromises, taking advantage of the tolerance we give but which the Roman Church itself denies, and it trying through these compromises to win control of the nation.  But it has made no admission that it has abandoned its old position.

            Another ground for our opposition to the Roman Catholic Church is that most of its members in this country are aliens, and that the Church not only makes no effort to help them become assimilated to Americanism, but actually works to prevent this and to keep the Catholics as a group apart . . . .

            The Jew the Klan considers a far smaller problem.  For one thing, he is confined to a few cities and is no problem at all to most of the country.  For anther thing, his exclusiveness, political activities, and refusal to become assimilated are racial rather than religious, based on centuries of persecution.  They cannot last long in the atmosphere of free American, and we may expect that with the passage of time the serious aspects of this problem will fade away.

            To sum up:  The Klan speaks for the plain people of America, who believe in an American nation, built on that unity of mind and spirit which is possible only to a homogeneous people, and growing out of the purposes, spirit, and instincts of our pioneer ancestors.  We know that the melting pot has failed; the reasons are unimportant now.  We believe that definite steps must now be taken to prevent ours from becoming a mongrel nation, or a milling and distraught mass of opposed groups, in which the mental and spiritual qualities that made America great will be lost forever.  Therefore, we oppose all alienism in any form and the excessive liberalism that supports it.  We grant to all the right to their own ideas, but we claim the same right for ourselves and a prior right to control America.

