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A form of toalitarianism known as fascism first
appeared in laly during the 19205, Fascism resem-
bles communis in terms of it control of ctizens’
Jives, Uniike communism, however, fascism allows
businesses to remain in private ownership, though
under government control. Benito Mussolin, the
fascist dictator of aly, used his power to ten his
country nto a police sat.

‘A third type of totalitarianism, Nazism, took root
in Germany, NazismIs  varietyof fscism built in
part on the myth of racial superiariy. Aftr aking
pover in Germany in 1933, Nazileader Adolf Hitler
Tuunched an extermination campaign against Jews,
Gypsis,and other groups he defined as “undesirsble”
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Chapter 2

Comparing
Forms of
Government

How should political and economic
power be distributed in a society?

= 21 Introduction

In September 2012, delegates representing the 193
members of the United Nations metin New York City
for the 67t session of the UN General Assermbly.
“The majority of these nations’ governments are cat-
egorized as democracies. The goverments of a few
natians are wonarchies. Fewer yet are dictatorships

‘Amang the members of the United Nations are
countries with vasty dierent populations, forms of
government, and economic systems, Consider, for
example,the differences between two of the newest
memmbers: Switzerland and South Sudan. Swiverland
joined the United Nations in 2002, and South Sudn
joined in 2011, However, other than UN membership,
Switzerland and South Sudan have little in common.

Switzerland existed as an independent nation in

“entral Europe for more than 350 years before join

ing the United Nations. Eight million Swis live in
prosperous nation with a thriving market economy.
With a literacy rate of 99 percent, the Swiss ase amang,
the world's best-educated people. They also enjoy one
of the world's highest standards of ving,

In contrast, South Sudan became an independent
state several days before oining the United Nations
in 2011, Prior to ts independence, South Sudan was
partof Sudan, a landlocked African country with a
history of poliical instability and civl wars. Since

Fiagsof counies withcifrentfarmsof qovorament y ouside
e Unitad Natons headauarters i Now Yark ity

Speaking of Politics

domocracy.

Asystam of government n which citzens
exorcise suproma power, aing eter irectly
ontheirovinor toughcloctd reprosentatves.

manarchy

Asystom of government n which s single
ulerexercisus supreme power based on
erediy orivine right, I a monarchy, the
fightto ul passes from one generation ofthe
g fanly 1o tho noxt.

dicttorship
Asystemof governmentinwhich  sngla
parson orgroup exercises suproe power by
contrallng tha miltary and plie.

market economy

A ccononic systom tht olos mainly

on markets o determing wht goods and
services taproduce and how 1o produce ther.

waditional economy

An economic systom in which decisions sbout
what o raduc and how aro mada on the
basis ofcustoms, belefs, and aditon,

republic
Anation i whieh supreme powe ress with
the cizons and s exorcised by et elocte
foprosartaties.

partiament
Alegisiatvo assembly in which slectod
faprasentatives debate ond vote on proposed
aws. The name comes rom the Fronch torm
parter, meaning "t talk”

command economy

A econonic systom that olos mainly o0
the cental government 1o dstarming what
go0ds and senvces toproduce and hon 1o
produce thom,
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T damacratcdectons 00
totha ndependnce of Sauth
Sudan. A el th generl
lecionin 201, S Kir
Decams the acing prsidonof
southen Sudan Ina rafrendom
that ook lce n January

201 the people of soutner.
Sudan vtod forindapandnce.
Here, i seaks o e public
sarcastng s alot o 1o
eforandum.

Sudan ganed independence from Britsh ule in
1936, the peaple of southern Sudan sparsely won
positions i thlr government. Aftr years of war
and discontent, South Sudan nally gained inde
pendence. Today,South Sudan is an impoverished
Dation with s radiional economy. About a quarter
ofadalts n South Sudan can read,and living stan-
dards ar low.

The people o Switzerland and South Sudan do
have one thing in common. When fcing the queston.
of who should have poer torle their nations,both
answered, “the peopl.” For the Sis, this decsion
was made in 1848, when they sdopied a constitution
hat crested  democratic government. The South
Sudanese, however, only recently decded to build &
democtacy. Whether this endeavor will b successfl

s troubled country remains o be seen

2.2 The Origins and Evolution
of Government

Allsacities, large and small,develop some form of
‘government. During prehistoric times, when small
bands of hunter-gatherers wandered Earth in search
of food and game, government might have becn

as simple as a few elders making decisions for the
‘group. The invention of farming triggered the evolu-
tion of more formal systems of governments. Once
people learned how to raise food, they setled down
nto permanent villages. This new way ofife created

® Cuaprr

ahostof novel problems and conflcts. Governments
had to evolve to meet the neds of the more complex
societis they ruled

The Ancient Warld: From City-States to Emj
Over time, some farming villages grew into cites and
city-states. A city-state is a soverelgn state consisting,
of a city and ts surrounding territory.

Around 3000 6., the first city-sates arose in
Sumer,a region located in what is today southern
Iraq, There, between the Tigeis and Buphrates rivers,
the Sumerians grew crops of barley, wheat,dates,
apples, and plums.

Then,as now, the land between the Tigris and
Euphrates was largely desert. Farming n this region
depended on irigation. Governments arose o resolve
{ssues pertaining to the far and orderly distribution
of water, They also provided protection by building
walls around thei cites and organizing armies to ward.
offinvasions by nomadic tribes. A similar evolution
occurred in ancient Egypt, India, and China.

‘Gradually, power in many city-states became
concentrated in the hands of asingle ruler. The
strongest of these rulers conquered neighboring
city-states o create the world'sfirst empires. Sargon,
of Akkad was one of Sumer's early conguerors.
Sargon, whose name is thought to mean “the true
king,” carried out more than 30 batles against the
‘Sumerian city-states to consolidate his empire. To
lgitimize their power, empire-builderslike Sergon
offen declared that the gods had given them the right
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10 rule. Some rulers even claimed to be gods them.
selves. As power passed from father to son i these:
early empires, monarchy became the most common
form of government n the ancient world

Greece and Rome: Early Forms of People Power
In the ith century 5.2, the Greek city-state of
Athens made a radical change i is orm of govern-
ment. The Athenians reorganized their city-stae as
adirect democracy. In a direct democracy, public
decisions are made directly by citizens meeting
together in an assembly or voting by balloL. The
Athenian leader Pericles explained the new form
of government this vay:

Our constitution is called @ democracy because
power is in the hands not of a minority but
of the whole people. When it s @ question of
setling private disputes, everyone s equal
before the laws when it i a question of putting
e person before another in positions of public
responsibility, what counts s not membership
of a particular class, but the actual ability
which the man possesss.

—Pericles, Funeral Oration, 131 ...

T Ao e, S itk e 0 s Wi i, mny
. ok of s s st s domniy

Tho Athrians astablshed anaary formofgract domocracy n
0 i comury £ Tis catoonpoks unat 4 b old by
most peogl i n 3 democracy that e o of goermmers.
issuprir ol thor frrs.

‘When Pericles spoke of government being in
e hands of “the whol peole”he meantinthe
hands o male citiens of Athens. Women, aves,
and foreign-born peopeiving n Athens werenot
llowed 0 participae in government affirs. For
o i i qualiy, howeve,they particpated on
ascale that was unique inthe ancent word.Never
beore hd so many peopl dedestd so much of
theirtime o the bsinesofgoverning themelves

Elsewhere, th ltalian ly-stateof Rome was
developing a diferent fornofpeople pows.

1509 3.C2-the Roman people overthrw their
monarchy and turned Rome ntoarepublic

O times the Romans st up  representative
democeacytogovern ther republic Ina represen
{aive democracy,public decisios are made by
Teaders who re dcted by th ciiens o epresent
her tersts.

The Roman Repubic lasted nary 00 yeus
During hat time,officilslected by Rome’scitiens
headed the government. Ther, n31 .2, ater20
years ofcivl war, he Roman Empir s stablhed,
Power passd fom lectedleaders t emperors who
hld absolue power fo e

The Middlo Ages: rom Feudalism to Nation-States
For a time, Rome's emperors ruled an empire that
included mostof Europe, as wellas Narth Afica and.
western Asi. In 476 .2, Rome fell o invading ribes
from the ast. I partsof Burope once ruled by
mighty Rome, the enpire beoke nt tny districts
cach ruled by a duke, lord, kg, o other noble

With na strong central goverament o provide
security,esch district had o lnok out for itself. 1t
often made sense for weak nobles o look 10 nearby,
more poweful nighbor for protetion. However,
protection had a price. Because money was scuice,
the powerfullord o local king usualy took his pay-
mentin and. I this way, some lords gained control
ofvery large ares.

By the 7005, many lords acquired more and than
they could manage. They began granting parces of
1and, called fief to tenants. I retrn,the tenant
became the lord' vassal. & vassl ook an oath of
loyalty to the lord and promised o provide him
with miltary service i time of war. Thi sytem of
exchanging the use of and for military and other
services became known as feudalism.
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In addition to serving as warriors,the vassals also
had political obligations. For example, they all sat
together at the lord's courtto help setle disputes.
The lord was also expected to seek the advice and.
consent of his vassals before making new laws,
Earope's parliamens developed from metings of
vassals summoned by a lord or king.

During the 1200, the feudal system of ords and
vassals entered a period of declne. The 1300s s
the rise of sbsolute monarchies, o governments
headed by hereditary rlers who claimed unlimited
powers. These powerful monarchs consalidated the
‘patchwork of feudal disticts in thei kingdoms nto
the world's fist nation-states

By the 17005, several Buropean countries had
become nation-states headed by absolute monarchs.
These all-poverfl rulers based their legitimacy on the
divine right of kings thery. S0 important ws the role
of the monarch in France that Louis XIV is eported 0
have said ofhimself, “Létat cest moi” (1 am the state”).

The Age of Revolutions:

Democracies and Dictatorships.

Some monarchs ruled with the bestinterests of their
‘people in mind. Others ruled as despots, or tyrants,
who used their power forselfish ends. Growing dis-
satsfaction with this form of government triggered
a series of world-altering revolutions, first in Europe
and then i the American colonies

The Amrics endFrench
revoluons ot eectod
monarchynfvorof
domocracy. I b
rovoltos,a ity hro
played a largo rle e
fomaton of s newrsgine,
In e United Staes, George
Wastington hepad orge ¢
consiutonal dmocracy
{hat il enures. In France,
Nagoleon Bonaparia
establshod s shortvod
deatoraip.Wastingon
dad a hrowhie Napoteon
i i disgrace. Ater s
falfrom saer, Nepoleon
aporadly lanenied, Thoy
wantod me o b3 anater
Washingon.

2 Chapter2

The first of these revolutions against tyranny
occurred in England in 1688, The Glorious Revolu-
tion,also known as the Bloodless Revolution, led to
the establishment of Europe’s irst constitutional
monarchy—a system of government in which the
powers ofthe monarch are imited by a constitution,
cither writjen o unwritten.

The second of these revolutions began in 1775
when American colonists rebelled against what they
seww as Britsh tyranny. The American Revolution led
Lo the creation of the frst moders constitutional
democracy— democratic government based on a
written consttution. Abraham Lincoln would later
describe this form of democracy as “government of
the people, by the people, for the people.”

Athird revolution broke out in 1789, when the
Erench people took up arms against their king. AU
fist the French Revolution seemed likely to produce
another constitutional democracy. Instead it ook a
radical turn and eventually collapsed into chos. In
time Nepoleon Bonaparte estored order, but only
by establshing an authoritarian regime—a system
of government in which the state exercises broad
control over the v of it citizens. Napoleon, for
cxample, used sectet polie forces to spy on French
citizens. To stifle opposition, he censored the press
while mounting his own propagands campaigns.

Some historians argue that Napoleon's approach
to governing set the stage for rise of totalitarianism





image5.png
i the 201h century. A totalitarian government is an
extreme form of an authoritarian regime that secks
o control almost every aspect o it citizens' ivs.

Twenticth-century totlitarianism dates back to
the Russian Revolution of 1917, That revolution
overthrew the Russian monachy. In its place,
revolutionaries establshed the Soviet Union as the
worlds first state based on communism.

The term communisin has several meanings. It
can mean a system of government n which a single
politcal party controls the government and the.
economy. It can also mean the theories developed

Communism

Josoph Stin uled he Sovit Union
o 152210 1963 Historans hold i
Tesponsil for ho doaths of millons
of Fussians. The

munistsynbol
wkerswiie te icl eprs
agricuturalworkers.

Fascism
BeritoMussln wasditator ofHaly
o 19220 1943 Ho used is power
1 conrolavery spectof o govern-
mentan hepress. Ths ymbo of
fscism sugpess hat whie 2 sngle
sickmay bosasy boken, abund
o sicks bound togethe i 00 srong
obrask.

Nazism
Wi rlng Gormany fon 19630
1945, Adol Hilortried to 14 Europoof
s, Gypie,and thrs h doamad

“undesiablo” Theswasti s an
anciont Hindu symbol of woll-eing.
The Nads adogtad 5. synbol of
e Goman mastr race

by German phillsopher Karl Marx about the ideal
society. Marx’s goal was the creation of a society

that provides equality and economic security for all.

To sccomplish that end, he caled for government
awnership of land, factories,and other resources.

‘The theory of communism appealed to many
people in the 1900s.In practice, however, it led to
the creation of totalitarian states, first in the Soviet
Union and later in other counties,such as China,
Vietnam, and Cuba. In these sates, dictators ke
Joseph Stain used spies, secret polce, and govern.
ment censors to suppress ll oppostion.
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