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American Studies Fall Research Paper 
Purpose & Prompt: The purpose of this assignment is to compile research on a 19th century topic and develop a thesis driven essay defining and proving the topic’s historical impact.  This paper will not just be an informational report. You must argue how your topic is historically significant and prove your analysis with specific factual evidence. 
Assignment Components:

· Topic Choice 

· Source analysis and evaluation

· A working thesis and revised thesis

· 4-level outline  

· Correctly formatted Works Cited

· 1200-1500 word MLA formatted research paper (2 drafts)
~ Includes in-text citations & Works Cited page (not included in word count)

~Minimum of 6 sources (1 print, 1 primary)  
~ Double spaced/12. Times Font/1” margins/ headers with page numbers

· Peer editing  
~ 2 completed on your paper

~ 2 you complete on other papers
The following skills will be assessed:

· Class research time used productively 

· Thesis argument formulation and refinement

· Research organization shown through an outline 

· Correctly formatted paper that clearly defines/supports impact

· Complete Peer Edits

TOPIC EXAMPLES: 

People- Andrew Jackson, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Booker T. Washington

Events- Trail of Tears, Battle of Antietam, Plessy v. Ferguson
Movements, Ideas, Cultural Shifts- Cult of Domesticity, Labor Unions, Social Darwinism

Schedule of Due Dates
Date:







Due:
	Monday, November 20th (8:00pm)
	Topic Selection 

	Wednesday, November 29th  
	Thesis Revision #1 (turnitin)

	Thursday, November 30th
Friday, December 1st  
	Outline (turnitin)
Outline (hard copy)

	Monday, December 4th  
	Source Analysis (hard copy OR turnitin)

	Monday, December 4th  
	Works Cited (hard copy)

	Wednesday, December 6th 
	Thesis Revision #2 (turnitin)

	Wednesday, December 6th   
	Rough Draft (hard copy & turnitin)

	Tuesday 12/12 
	Final Draft (turnitin and hard copy) 


